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HON ROBIN CHAPPLE (Mining and Pastoral) [9.45 pm]: I do not rise often to speak on functions that 
I have been to but I was very privileged on Friday night to attend the 2016 Rob Riley memorial lecture, a tribute, 
at the Tim Winton Lecture Theatre at Curtin University with my colleague Rachel Siewert. This year marks the 
twentieth anniversary of the death, unfortunately by suicide, of one of Australia’s most prominent Indigenous 
statesmen and leaders, Rob Riley, who left an incredible legacy at both Curtin University and within the 
Aboriginal community more generally. The Rob Riley memorial lectures began in 2004 and have been 
a recurring event for the last 12 years to remember and honour Mr Riley’s work within the university. The 
welcome to country was delivered by Associate Professor Simon Forrest, the Curtin elder-in-residence, with 
a smoking ceremony. The Baldja Moort dancers then paid tribute with a performance in honour of Rob Riley, 
but also spoke about their own cultural journey that they were making through their dance. Vice-Chancellor 
Professor Deborah Terry opened the forum and the keynote speaker was Ben Wyatt, MLA, member for 
Victoria Park, who paid tribute to Rob Riley and the connection between his father, Cedric Wyatt, and Rob, and 
discussed the importance of the social justice issues that had been raised by both men during their lives. The first 
speaker then to pay tribute to Rob Riley was Professor Patricia Dudgeon of the National Mental Health 
Commission, who reflected on Rob Riley’s work within the mental health sector and also within the social 
justice sector. Jim Morrison, a friend of mine and co-chair of Bringing Them Home WA, then paid a further 
tribute to Rob Riley as his brother-in-law, and relayed some of the more personal relationships he had with him 
as the husband of his sister. Darryl Kickett also reflected on his close relationship with Rob Riley, and Peter Yu, 
via video connection, remembered the times that both he and Rob Riley had spent at the Noonkanbah 
confrontation. Professor Quentin Beresford, author and academic, discussed his book Rob Riley: An Aboriginal 
Leader’s Quest for Justice, and paid his own tribute to Rob Riley. 

The inaugural Rob Riley memorial lecture was held on 7 May 2004. The event was arranged to honour the 
memory of one of Western Australia’s most prominent Indigenous statesmen and one who had a long association 
with Curtin University. Rob Riley was an Indigenous statesman and leader for his people whose untimely death 
was mourned throughout Australia. Inspired by his conviction that Australia had to confront the history of 
dispossession of Aboriginal people from their lands and all that has flowed from it, Riley worked tirelessly to 
advance social justice and reconciliation with non-Indigenous Australians. The Centre for Aboriginal Studies 
established the Rob Riley memorial lecture to uphold the memory of Western Australia’s key Indigenous figures 
and the late Rob Riley. Jim Morrison, as I have already said, related his relationship with Rob Riley but also 
added that he attended many rallies where the famous chant, “What do we want?” and “When do we want it?” 
emerged, and finished with the remark: Rob Samuel Riley—20 years gone and not forgotten.  
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